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... it seemed good to me also, having followed all 
things closely for some time past, to write an 
orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 
that you may have certainty concerning the things 
you have been taught.
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Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem 
of Judea in the days of Herod the king, …

But when he heard that Archelaus was 
reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, …
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Pontius Pilate being governor of Judea, 
and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother 
Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and 
Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, …
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About that time Herod the king laid violent 
hands on some who belonged to the church.
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• … and when you open its mouth 
you will find a stater. Take that 
and give it to them for me and 
for yourself.
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•Question: How should the Gospel writers know what 
Herod Antipas’s motives were?
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“… and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod’s 
household manager, …” 
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Then he [Jesus] returned from the 
region of Tyre and went through Sidon to the 
Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis.
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… and if she divorces her husband and marries another, 
she commits adultery.

•

•
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Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” 
And he said to them, “Do not extort money from 
anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be 
content with your wages.”
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“Show me a denarius. Whose likeness and inscription 
does it have?” 

They said, “Caesar’s.” 

He said to them, “Then render to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are 
God’s.”
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“You shall not make for yourself 
a carved image, or any likeness 
of anything that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth.”

—Exodus 20:4
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“You shall have no other gods before 
me.” 

—Exodus 20:3
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The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a 
prophet. Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you 
say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to 
worship.” 
Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming 
when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 
worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we 
worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.”
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Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, 
in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed 
colonnades.
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But when [Joseph] heard that Archelaus was reigning over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, 
and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of 
Galilee. 
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•Passover was canceled.
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Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, 
his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with 
that righteous man, for I have suffered much because 
of him today in a dream.”
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• In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be taxed. This first taxation was made
when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
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In those days a decree went out from Caesar 
Augustus that all the land (οἰκουμένη) should be 
registered (ἀπογράφεσθαι). This first registration was 
set in motion (ἐγένετο) when Quirinius was governor 
of Syria.
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